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The Old Hall

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn
The Hest Bank Old Hall stands directly across from the Hest Bank Hotel. It is now converted into
flats. The earliest references to the site are in some documents from the time of Henry 8th and
involve a small insurrection! However by the 1800s the property was a working farm, a boarding
house and a beer-house. There was a large barn attached to the back of the Old Hall and either it,
or its predecessor, is thought to have been the Hest Bank Tithe Barn. The barn was demolished in
1960 and the first Wimpey house now stands on this site. The property belonged to Robert
Jackson and there was a farm-yard, cow-houses and a stable. Robert, who came from Bolton-le-
Sands, had married Ann Aldren of Hest Bank in 1814. Ann was a considerable heiress when her
father Richard Aldren died; he left her not only the Old Hall but also Hest Bank Lodge and
probably The Prospect or Marine Lodge as it was then known. She also inherited a large amount
of land and her assets were so considerable that she took advice from the Manor Court in 1814
before a marriage contract was made between herself and Robert Jackson.

EEaarrllyy  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  HHaallll  aanndd  tthhee  AAttttaacchheedd  TTiitthhee  BBaarrnn
The area consisting of the Hest Bank Hotel, the Old Hall, Mowbrick and Hest Bank Farm is very
old and some early documentation gives us a glimpse into its history. Thomas Pape included some
interesting information in an article published in the Morecambe Visitor:

TThhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  TTiitthhee  BBaarrnn  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  OOlldd  HHaallll  wwaass  aaccqquuiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  oowwnneerrss  ooff  tthhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  LLooddggee  EEssttaattee
ssoommeettiimmee  bbeettwweeeenn  11885599--11992277..  TThhee  llaanndd  wwaass  ssoolldd  ttoo  tthhee  WWiimmppeeyy  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  wwhhoo  rraazzeedd  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ttoo
tthhee  ggrroouunndd  iinn  11996600..  MMrr  MMoorrrrooww  wwaass  tthhee  oowwnneerr  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  HHaallll  aanndd  ttwwoo  ccoottttaaggeess  bbuuiilltt  oonnttoo  iitt,,  11  aanndd  22,,
HHeesstt  BBaannkk  LLaannee..  TThhee  bbaacckk  wwaallll  ooff  tthhee  TTiitthhee  BBaarrnn  wwaass  tthhee  jjooiinntt  bbaacckk  wwaallll  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  HHaallll  aanndd  ccoottttaaggeess  aanndd
hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  lleefftt  iinnttaacctt..
IInn  11553399,,  tthhee  AArrcchhddeeaaccoonn  ooff  RRiicchhmmoonndd  lleeaasseedd  tthhee  RReeccttoorriiaall  ttiitthheess  ttoo  LLoorrdd  MMoouunntteeaaggllee  ooff  HHoorrnnbbyy..  IInn  aa
rreevveennuuee  ooff  HHoorrnnbbyy  11558877  iiss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::
SSllyynnee  TTiitthhee  BBaarrnn----------4422ss--66dd..
HHeesstt  TTiitthhee  BBaarrnn------------1166ss--55dd..
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IInnssuurrrreeccttiioonn  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ssiittee  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  HHaallll  iinn  11552255

In 1525 the tiny population living in the hamlet of Hest were led by Richard Southworth and
Thomas Ashton in an uprising. This is shown from a Duchy Court document from the time of
Henry XIII, possibly about 1525. Since the Reformation and the Dissolution of the Monasteries
were not in Henry's mind until after 1529, it seems likely that this was entirely a local dispute. We
know from another early  document that the Southworths held land in Slyne and Hest, as did
Thomas Assheton. Lord Mounteagle let land and the tithe corn of Hest to Robert Parker and it is
possible that this had previously been let to Richard Southworth and to Thomas Assheton.
Richard Southworth was a Roman Catholic priest possibly running a local Chantry at Hest and we
know that the Assheton family were also staunch Roman Catholics.

RRiicchhaarrdd  SSoouutthhwwoorrtthh  aanndd  TThhoommaass  AAsssshheettoonn  ((ooff  HHeessttee))..
RRoobbeerrtt  PPaarrkkeerr  vveerrssuuss  JJoohhaann  SSoouutthhwwoorrtthh,,  WWiiddooww,,  aanndd  ootthheerrss  rree  TTrreessppaassss  aanndd  IInntteerrrruuppttiioonn  ooff  OOccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff
TTiitthhee  CCoorrnn  ooff  HHeessttee  iinn  BBoollttoonn  iinn  LLoonnssddaallee  BBeenneeffiiccee  aanndd  PPaarrssoonnaaggee..

TToo  tthhee  RRiigghhtt  HHoonn..  SSiirr  RRiicchhaarrdd  WWyynnggffeelldd,,  KKnniigghhtt..
RRoobbeerrtt  PPaarrkkeerr  ccoommppllaaiinnss  tthhaatt  wwhheerree  EEddwwaarrdd  SSttaannlleeyy,,  KKnniigghhtt,,  llaattee  LLoorrdd  MMoouunntteeaaggllee,,  wwhhoossee  sseeaall  JJoohhnn
PPaarrddoonn  hhaadd  aa  lleeaassee  ooff  MMrr..  DDaallbbyy,,  AArrcchhddeeaaccoonn  ooff  RRiicchhmmoonndd  ooff  tthhee  ppaarrssoonnaaggee  ooff  tthhee  bbeenneeffiiccee  ooff  BBoollttoonn  iinn
LLoonnyyssddaallee,,  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttyy  ooff  LLaannccaasstteerr,,  ffoorr  cceerrttaaiinn  yyeeaarrss,,  wwhheerreeooff  ffiivvee  oorr  ssiixx  aarree  yyeett  ttoo  ccoommee,,  aass  bbyy  cceerrttaaiinn
iinnddeennttuurreess  tthheerreeooff  mmaaddee  mmoorree  aatt  llaarrggee  aappppeeaarrss,,  wwhhiicchh  LLoorrdd  MMoouunntteeaaggllee  iinn  hhiiss  lliiffeettiimmee  ddeemmiisseedd  aanndd  lleett  ttoo
ffaarrmm,,  aanndd  aallssoo  bbyy  hhiiss  llaasstt  wwiillll  ggaavvee  ppllaaiinnttiiffff  tthhee  ttiitthhee  ccoorrnn  ooff  HHeessttee  ppaarrcceell  ooff  tthhee  ssaaiidd  bbeenneeffiiccee,,  ttoo  hhoolldd
dduurriinngg  tthhee  ssaaiidd  tteerrmm  hhee  ppaayyiinngg  yyeeaarrllyy  tthhee  ffaarrmm  dduuee  aanndd  aaccccuussttoommeedd,,  wwhhiicchh  ppllaaiinnttiiffff  hhaass  aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy  ddoonnee..
YYeett  tthhiiss  nnoottwwiitthhssttaannddiinngg,,  oonnee  JJooaann  SSoouutthhwwoorrtthh,,  ooff    OOvveerrkkeelllleetttt,,  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttyy  ooff  LLaannccaasstteerr,,  wwiiddooww,,
TThhoommaass  AAsssshheettoonn,,  ooff  HHeessttee,,  aanndd  RRiicchhaarrdd  SSoouutthhwwoorrtthh,,  pprriieesstt,,  aanndd  ""EErrmmeeyytt"",,  ooff  tthheeiirr  ccrruueell  mmiinnddss,,  bbyy  tthhee
mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffrriieennddss  vveexx  aanndd  iinntteerrrruupptt  ppllaaiinnttiiffff  iinn  tthhee  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssaaiidd  ttiitthhee  ccoorrnn,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  hhee
ccaannnnoott  eennjjooyy  tthhee  ssaammee,,  ttoo  hhiiss  ggrreeaatt  iimmppoovveerriisshhmmeenntt..  [[DDuucchhyy  CCoouurrtt  11552255]]

Sadly because there is no other documentation we cannot be sure what was happening and can
only guess. The definite things this document does tell us are:

1. That there was a Roman Catholic Priest in Hest as early as 1525.

2. There was possibly a small Chantry at Hest.

3. Richard Southworth was so popular that Thomas Assheton and other people in Hest gave him
their full support even though they were under  threat of prosecution they were willing to trespass
in order to stop Robert Parker reaping his corn.

4. The document establishes that the Asshetons, who figure prominently in the 1600s, were
indeed a very old family of the area.

There is further evidence for an early chapel and the insurrection at Hest Bank from the book
"Royal Lancashire Forests":

TThheerree  wwaass  aann  eeaarrllyy  cchhaappeell  aatt  HHeesstt,,  RRiicchhaarrdd  SSoouutthhwwoorrtthh,,  pprriieesstt  aanndd  hheerrmmiitt  wwaass  ccoonncceerrnneedd  wwiitthh  TThhoommaass
AAsshhttoonn  ooff  HHeesstt  iinn  aa  ttiitthhee  ccaassee..

TThhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  TTiitthheess

There is evidence that the tithes of Hest Bank were bound up with the Old Hall. In the documents
below we see that Edmund Jackson with others leased out the Tithes of Hest Bank, and we know
that Edmund was the Trustee of the Old Hall at that time.

11883322  EEddmmuunndd  JJaacckkssoonn,,  JJoohhnn  DDooddssoonn  aanndd  JJaammeess  PPaarrkk  lleett  oouutt  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  ttoo  ffaarrmm..
TToo  bbee  lleett  ttoo  ffaarrmm  aallll  tthhee  ttiitthheess  ooff  wwooooll  aanndd  llaammbb  wwhhiicchh  sshhaallll  aarriissee,,  ggrrooww,,  rreenneeww,,  iinnccrreeaassee  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  dduuee
ttoo  tthheemm..
11883322::  LLeett  ttoo  TThhoommaass  LLoonnggttoonn,,  ££2211--11ss--00dd..
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11883333::  LLeeaasseedd  ttoo  JJoohhnn  MMiilllleerr  ooff  KKeelllleett,,  ££2299--1100ss--00dd
11883344::  AAggaaiinn  ttoo  JJoohhnn  MMiilllleerr,,  ££2299--00ss--00dd
11883355::  TToo  AAddaamm  PPllaatttt  ooff    OOvveerrkkeelllleett,,  ££3311--00ss--00dd..
11883366  ddiittttoo..........................................................................................££4411--00ss00dd..
11883377::  TToo  WWiilllliiaamm  CCaarrtteerr,,  TThhoommaass  LLoonnggttoonn,,  TThhoommaass  PPoowweellll,,  ££3322--ss--00dd..
11883399::  TThhoommaass  MMaayyiinnoonn??  ££4455--00ss--00dd..
[[  DDooccuummeennttss  iinn  LLaannccaasstteerr  LLiibbrraarryy]]

EEaarrllyy  IInnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  HHaallll
Here is a list of tenants and owners before 1841, the information comes from the Manor of Slyne-
with-Hest Court documents. The early tenure for this property was the same as for the other
Jackson properties:

1763. Owner, Elizabeth Livesay; tenant Christofer Bleazedale, farmer.

1768. Owner Elizabeth Wilson, daughter of Elizabeth Livesay; tenant James Shaw.

1802. Elizabeth Wilson left her property in Hest Bank to Richard Aldren.

1814. Richard died leaving his property to his daughter Ann. Owner, Ann Aldren married Robert
Jackson of Bolton-le Sands.

1827. Robert Foxcroft, tenant and farmer. Owner Robert Jackson.

1831. In a sale of The Old Hall in 1831, it was described as being in the occupation of Richard
Robinson, farmer and other tenants, including Jane Wilkinson. This sale was postponed until Feb.
1832. The building was described as being nearly new.

1831. Thomas Wilkinson.

SSaallee  NNoottiiccee  11883311
In a for-sale notice of 1831 the Old Hall buildings were described as nearly new. Did Robert and
Ann Jackson rebuild her inherited property at some time between 1814-30? Here is some
information on the sale of the property including sale notices taken from the Lancaster Gazette
newspaper:

The tenant farmer at the Old Hall was Richard Robinson. It is reasonable to assume that he lived
in the garden cottage at this time for the Hall itself was a sort of Inn, taking-in lodgers, and was
probably an over-spill for the Hest Bank Inn. This part of the enterprise was run by a Mrs Jane
Wilkinson, wife of Thomas Wilkinson the official guide over the sands. Previously the Wilkinsons
had kept the Hest Bank Inn. In 1831, when all the property belonging to the Jacksons was for
sale, Richard Robinson sold off all his live-stock:

TToo  bbee  ssoolldd  bbyy  AAuuccttiioonn  ffoorr  RReeaaddyy  MMoonneeyy,,  uuppoonn  tthhee  ffaarrmm  aanndd  pprreemmiisseess  ooff  RRiicchhaarrdd  RRoobbiinnssoonn,,  aatt  HHeesstt  BBaannkk
NNeeaarr  LLaannccaasstteerr..  OOnn  tthhee  2288tthh  ddaayy  ooff  FFeebbrruuaarryy  11883311  aatt  1122--0000  nnoooonn  pprreecciisseellyy..
AAllll  hhiiss  ccaattttllee  aanndd  ffaarrmmiinngg  ssttoocckk..  CCoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  66  ccoowwss,,  44  ccaallvveess,,  SSooww  aanndd  44  ppiiggss,,  ttwwoo  ccaarrttss  aanndd  wwhheeeellss,,
pplloouugghhss,,  hhaarrrroowwss,,  hhuussbbaannddrryy  ggeeaarr  aanndd  ddaaiirryy  uutteennssiillss,,  aa  qquuaannttiittyy  ooff  eexxcceelllleenntt  hhaayy..  AA  ssmmaallll  mmooww  ooff  ooaattss,,  aa
qquuaannttiittyy  ooff  ppoottaattooeess..
HHoouusseehhoolldd  FFuurrnniittuurree::  CCoommpprriissiinngg  ooff  aa  ggoooodd  cclloocckk  aanndd  ccaassee..  FFeeaatthheerr  bbeeddss  aanndd  bbeeddddiinngg,,  bbeeddsstteeaaddss  aanndd
hhaannggiinnggss..  DDiinniinngg  aanndd  ootthheerr  ttaabblleess..  CChheesstt  ooff  ddrraawweerrss,,  cchhaaiirrss  aanndd  mmiisscceellllaanneeoouuss  bbeeddrroooomm  aanndd  kkiittcchheenn
ffuurrnniittuurree..
[[LLaannccaasstteerr  GGaazzeettttee  11883311]]

In the same year the Old Hall itself came on the market:
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HHeesstt  BBaannkk  HHaallll,,  wwiitthh  ggaarrddeenn,,  ssttaabbllee,,  bbaarrnn,,  ccoowwhhoouusseess,,  sshheeddss,,  ffaarrmmyyaarrdd  aanndd  ccoo..  AAss  llaaiidd  oouutt  iinn  lloottss  uuppoonn  tthhee
ppllaann..  TThhiiss  lloott  hhaass  aa  ppeeww  aattttaacchheedd  ttoo  iitt  iinn  BBoollttoonn--llee--SSaannddss  CChhuurrcchh..  TThhee  bbuuiillddiinnggss  oonn  tthhee  eessttaattee  aarree  aallll  ooff
ssttoonnee  aanndd  nneeaarrllyy  nneeww,,  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ccoonnvveenniieenntt  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  aanndd  iinn  eexxcceelllleenntt  rreeppaaiirr,,  ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  bbyy  pplleeaassuurree
ggrroouunnddss,,  ggaarrddeennss,,  ggrreeeennhhoouusseess  aanndd  oorrnnaammeennttaall  ppllaannttaattiioonnss  ooff  sseevveenntteeeenn  yyeeaarrss  ggrroowwtthh  aanndd  llaaiidd  oouutt  iinn  tthhee
mmoosstt  ttaasstteeffuull  oorrddeerr..  TThhee  pprreemmiisseess  aarree  nnooww  iinn  tthhee  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoonn..  MMrrss..  CCaawwtthhoorrnnee,,  JJoohhnn  AAlleexxaannddeerr
HHuunntteerr,,  EEssqq..,,    RRiicchhaarrdd  RRoobbiinnssoonn,,  TThhoommaass  WWiillkkiinnssoonn  aanndd  ootthheerrss..
OOwwnneerr  ooff  tthhee  eessttaattee  iiss  RRoobbeerrtt  JJaacckkssoonn,,  EEssqq..,,  3399,,  BBrroowwnnllooww  SSttrreeeett,,  LLiivveerrppooooll..
[[LLaannccaasstteerr    GGaazzeettttee  11883311]]

The Hon. Mrs Cawthorne, widow of John Fenton Cawthorne one time MP for Lancaster and
Steward to the Manor of Slyne-with-Hest, had been living at The Prospect. John Alexander
Hunter had been living at Hest Bank Lodge. It appears that they were just in temporary
accommodation at the Old Hall whilst the sale went through. Mrs Fenton Cawthorne certainly
returned to The Prospect and continued there until she died in 1838.

TThhee  OOlldd  HHaallll  iinn  11884455
Thomas Wilkinson died in 1833 aged 55, and his wife Jane continued to be the proprietor at the
Old Hall until at least 1861. On the Tithe Map inventory of 1845 the Old Hall, including a barn
and gardens, was tenanted by Jane Wilkinson and owned by Edmund Jackson Esq. Edmund, aged
26, was the eldest son of Robert Jackson.

Jane Wilkinson of the Old Hall and George Crosskell of the Hest Bank Hotel were in court as a
result of selling alcohol on Sundays! A caution was issued:

AAtt  tthhee  CCoouunnttyy  PPeettttyy  SSeessssiioonnss  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy  llaasstt..  GGeeoorrggee  CCrroosssskkeellll,,  ooff  tthhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  HHootteell  aanndd  JJaannee
WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  bbeeeerr--hhoouussee  kkeeeeppeerr  ooff  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  ((OOlldd  HHaallll))  wweerree  ccoonnvviicctteedd  ooff  vveennddiinngg  lliiqquuoorr  dduurriinngg  ddiivviinnee
sseerrvviiccee  oonn  tthhee  SSuunnddaayy  pprreecceeddiinngg..  CCrroosssskkeellll  wwaass  ddiisscchhaarrggeedd  wwiitthh  aa  rreepprriimmaanndd,,  oonn  ppaayyiinngg  ccoossttss  aanndd
WWiillkkiinnssoonn  wwaass  ffiinneedd  55//--..

TThhee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn  FFaammiillyy  ooff  HHeesstt  BBaannkk
The Wilkinson family of the Hest Bank Hotel and the Old Hall lived in the centre of the village for
over forty years. Thomas Wilkinson was the official guide over the sands in the eighteen twenties
and the Landlord of the Hest Bank Inn. When he died in 1833 his wife Jane moved into the Old
Hall. She had already been running it as a boarding house but it now also became a beer house. .

Mrs Wilkinson's daughter Jane married Captain John Rawlinson in 1820. She had a difficult time
as the following marriage notices and death notices show. They give us an insight into life in the
early part of the eighteen hundreds, the distances the sailing ships travelled, their cargoes, and the
sad deaths from fever suffered by the sailors. Most of Mrs Wilkinson's children died before her
and one grandson died on the coast of Africa:

MMaarrrriiaaggee..  JJoohhnn  RRaawwlliinnssoonn  MMaasstteerr  MMaarriinneerr  ooff  tthhee  sshhiipp  ""EElliizzaa""  mmaarrrriieedd  MMiissss  WWiillkkiinnssoonn  ooff  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  oonn
NNoovv..  2277tthh..  11882200..
DDeeaatthh..  11884455,,  MMaayy::    OOnn  tthhee  2288tthh..  ooff  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  llaasstt,,  aatt  BBoonnnnyy,,  oonn  tthhee  ccooaasstt  ooff  AAffrriiccaa,,  oonn  bbooaarrdd  tthhee  bbaarrqquuee
""MMaarryy""  aaggeedd  2233  yyeeaarrss,,  TThhoommaass  RRaawwlliinnssoonn,,  eellddeesstt  ssoonn  ooff  CCaappttaaiinn  JJoohhnn  RRaawwlliinnssoonn,,  3399,,  CCllaayyttoonn  SSttrreeeett,,
LLiivveerrppooooll,,  aanndd  ggrraannddssoonn  ooff  MMrrss..  JJaannee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  ooff  HHeesstt  BBaannkk,,  nneeaarr  LLaannccaasstteerr..
DDeeaatthh..  11886633..  LLiivveerrppooooll,,  ddeeaatthh..  oonn  tthhee  1166tthh..  FFeebb..,,  aatt  6655  OOaakkeess  SSttrreeeett  iinn  hheerr  6600tthh..  YYeeaarr..  JJaannee,,  wwiiffee  ooff
CCaappttaaiinn  JJoohhnn  RRaawwlliinnssoonn  aanndd  eellddeesstt  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  MMrrss  JJ..  WWiillkkiinnssoonn  ooff  SSllyynnee,,  llaattee  ooff  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  nneeaarr  tthhiiss
ttoowwnn..
SShhiippppiinngg  nneewwss..  11883300::  JJaann..  1144tthh..  TThhee  EElliizzaa  RRaawwlliinnssoonn,,  ffrroomm  LLiivveerrppooooll,,  wwiitthh  3322  hhaannddss  aarrrriivveedd  ssaaffeellyy  iinn
LLaannccaasstteerr..  CCaarrrriieedd  RRuumm,,  iinnttoo  bboonndd,,  ffoorr  MMeessssrrss..  CCoouullssttoonn  aanndd  CCoo..  aanndd  ootthheerr  ggooooddss..

In 1830 Thomas and John Coulston owned The White Lion Inn at Slyne, later that Inn became
known as the Greene's Arms Inn. Was the rum on the Eliza Rawlinson destined for Slyne?
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The Census taken in 1841 allows more information to be obtained including the ages of the
occupants:

JJaannee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  6655,,  IInnnnkkeeeeppeerr..
AAnnnnee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  2255..
EElleeaannoorr  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  2200..
MMaarrggaarreett  WWaallmmoosslleeyy,,  aaggeedd  8800,,  ooff  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  mmeeaannss..
JJoohhnn  MMiillnneerr,,  aaggeedd  5555,,  ooff  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  mmeeaannss..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11884411]]

At this period a large amount of accommodation was needed for travellers. The Hest Bank Inn
may not have had enough capacity so the Old Hall was brought into use as an hotel.

In 1861 the census shows that Old Hall became the post office but was still also a boarding house.
Mrs Wilkinson was going strongly for a woman of 85!

HHeesstt  BBaannkk  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee,,  JJaannee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  8855,,  BBooaarrddiinngg  HHoouussee  KKeeeeppeerr..
MMaarrggaarreett  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  4477,,  SSuubb--PPoosstt  MMiissttrreessss..
JJaannee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  1177,,  rreellaattiivvee,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..
MMaarryy  AAnnnn  WWhhiitteewweellll,,  vviissiittoorr,,  aaggeedd  4411,,  YYoorrkksshhiirree..
EElliizzaabbeetthh  WWhhiitteewweellll,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  1111,,  vviissiittoorr..

At some time between 1861 and1866 Mrs Wilkinson retired to Slyne, and she died in 1867 at the
fine old age of 91

In 1859 all the property of the late Robert Jackson was again up for sale:

LLoott  66..  AA  ddwweelllliinngg  hhoouussee  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ""OOlldd  HHaallll""  aanndd  pprreemmiisseess  nnooww  uusseedd  aass  aa  LLooddggiinngg  HHoouussee  aanndd  ooccccuuppiieedd
bbyy  MMrrss..  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aa  ccoottttaaggee  aaddjjooiinniinngg  iinn  tthhee  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  JJoohhnn  SShhaarrpplleess..  TThheerree  iiss  aa  ppeeww
aattttaacchheedd  ttoo  tthhiiss  lloott..  IIttss  eexxtteenntt  iiss  00aa--00rr--2200pp..
LLoott  77..  AA  ggoooodd  bbaarrnn,,  ((HHeesstt  BBaannkk  TTiitthhee  BBaarrnn))  ffrroonnttiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  rrooaadd  wwhhiicchh  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  iinnttoo
ddwweelllliinngg  hhoouusseess  aatt  aa  mmooddeerraattee  eexxppeennssee,,  aanndd  tthhee  yyaarrdd  aaddjjooiinniinngg..  IIttss  eexxtteenntt  00aa--11rr--66pp..
LLoott  55..  AA  bbuuiillddiinngg  aanndd  ggaarrddeenn  iinn  tthhee  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  MMrrss  WWiillkkiinnssoonn,,  aass  tteennaanntt..  EExxtteenntt  00aa--00rr--3333pp..
AAllll  tthheessee  lloottss  hhaavviinngg  bbeelloonnggeedd  ttoo  tthhee  llaattee  RRoobbeerrtt  JJaacckkssoonn  EEssqq..,,  nnooww  oowwnneedd  bbyy  EEddmmuunndd  JJaacckkssoonn..

The Cottage adjoining the Old Hall was now called Garden Cottage. Lot 5 was a building situated
behind Prospect Cottage and there was also a garden.

LLaatteerr  IInnhhaabbiittaannttss
The Census of 1871 terms the Old Hall as 43 Hest. The most likely inhabitant was William Till, a
grocer, living with his wife Ann, five children and his mother in law:

WWiilllliiaamm  TTiillll,,  hheeaadd  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd,,  aaggeedd  5599,,  ggrroocceerr..
AAnnnn,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  3366..
AAlliiccee,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  1111..
WWiilllliiaamm,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  99..
AAnnnn,,  aaggeedd  66..
EEddwwaarrdd,,  aaggeedd  33..
SSaarraahh,,  aaggeedd  11
AAlliiccee  DDyyeess,,  mmootthheerr--iinn--llaaww,,  aaggeedd  7799,,  ffoorrmmeerrllyy  ffaarrmmeerr..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11887711]]

In 1881 the Old Hall was also shown as the Post Office with John Smith the sub-Post Master. His
son Bedford eventually became an oat-cake maker in Slyne:

OOlldd  HHaallll,,  JJoohhnn  SSmmiitthh,,  aaggeedd  3377,,  SSuubb--PPoosstt  MMaasstteerr  aanndd  bbrreeaadd  mmaakkeerr..
MMaarrtthhaa,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  3377..
MMaarryy,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  88,,  sscchhoollaarr..
BBeeddffoorrdd,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  55..
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AAlliiccee  SSwwaaiinnee,,  ssiisstteerr--iinn--llaaww,,  aaggeedd  5588,,  nnuurrssee..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11888811]]

In the Census of 1891 its use remained unchanged.

RRiicchhaarrdd  WWaaddsswwoorrtthh,,  wwiiddoowweerr,,  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee  aanndd  ggaarrddeenneerr,,  aaggeedd  4422..
SSaarraahh,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  1100..
EElleenn,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  88..
AAnnnnee,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  66..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11889911]]

From more recent village directories we find the following inhabitants

1891. Wadsworth Road, Florist, Old Hall, Hest Bank.

1913. Agnes Machell, confectioner, Old Hall, Hest Bank.

1933. Elizabeth B Taylor, Old Hall, Hest Bank.

1960. Mr. Morrow.

TThhee  GGaarrddeenn  CCoottttaaggee,,  aattttaacchheedd  ttoo  tthhee  OOlldd  HHaallll
There is little information available on the Garden Cottage. The earliest reference comes from an
advertisement in May 1821. In it Robert Jackson stated that the cottage was within 300 yards of
good sea bathing at Hest Bank and that three coaches and canal packet boats passed through the
village daily.

In 1841 John Sharples worked as a man servant at Manor Farm, he was then 15 years old. By
1859 when the Old Hall was for sale, John Sharples lived in the cottage adjoining. The 1861
census shows that he was married to Mary and had three children including Henry and Margaret
aged one ( the Hest Bank twins again!):

HHeesstt  BBaannkk  RRooaadd,,  JJoohhnn  SShhaarrpplleess,,  aaggeedd  3355,,  hhuussbbaannddmmaann..
MMaarryy,,  aaggeedd  3344,,  wwiiffee..
JJoohhnn,,  ssoonn  aaggeedd  44,,  sscchhoollaarr..
HHeennrryy,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  11,,  MMaarrggaarreett,,  aaggeedd  11..
[[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11886611]]

[[NNootteess::
TTiitthhee::  TThhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  oonnee--  tteenntthh  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrnniinnggss  oorr  pprroodduuccee  ooff  aann  iinnhhaabbiittaanntt  ooff  aa  ppaarriisshh  ffoorr  tthhee  uuppkkeeeepp  ooff
tthhee  cchhuurrcchh..  TThheeyy  bbeeccaammee  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iitteemm  iinn  tthhee  iinnccoommee  ooff  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  pprriieesstt..  TThhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ttiitthheess  wweerree
bbiitttteerrllyy  rreesseenntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppeeaassaannttss  aanndd  lleessss  wweellll--ooffff  ppeeooppllee..

MMaannoorr  CCoouurrtt::  IInn  SSllyynnee--wwiitthh--HHeesstt  tthhee  KKiinngg  wwaass  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  MMaannoorr  uunnttiill  11881166,,  aa  sstteewwaarrdd  wwaass  aappppooiinntteedd  ttoo
rruunn  tthhee  aaffffaaiirrss  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  eexxeerrcciisseedd  aass  aa  CCoouutt  LLeeeett  oorr  aa  CCoouurrtt  BBaarroonn..  GGeenneerraallllyy  llooookkiinngg  aafftteerr  tthhee  aaffffaaiirrss
ooff  aa  vviillllaaggee,,  bbeesstt  mmooddeerrnn  lliikkeenneessss  iiss  aa  PPaarriisshh  CCoouunncciill..  AAfftteerr  11881166  TThhoommaass  GGrreeeennee  bbeeccaammee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhee
MMaannoorr,,  aanndd  llaatteerr  hhee  wwaass  aallssoo  MMPP  ffoorr  LLaannccaasstteerr..]]


