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Hatlex House and Hatlex Farm (now Whitewalls)

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn
Hatlex House and Manor Farm are the best known houses in Slyne-with-Hest. Both are
structurally beautiful, but it is the people who built and lived in them who have assured their fame.
William Stout, in old age, wrote his autobiography and it is from this amazing book that we can
trace the beginnings of Hatlex House. William was the elder brother of Leonard Stout who built
Hatlex House on land their father bought in 1677. Here is a brief excerpt from William's
autobiography:

And soon after my father bought a small estate of about eight acres, and some old houses,
in Hatlex, of Francis Ashton of Hest, which he designed for his son Leonard, who very
early appeared inclined and active about husbandry and cattel and following the plough.

In 1679, Mr Stout died and left the Estate at Hatlex to his son Leonard with other land to the
value of £200. It was Leonard and his descendants who built and added to this property so that by
1815 there were over one hundred acres of land and a farmhouse on the same site as Hatlex
House. The estate also included Hatlex Cottage and many barns and outbuildings.

TThhee  SSttoouutt  FFaammiillyy

LLeeoonnaarrdd  SSttoouutt  11666677--11774455

Leonard built a very good dwelling house and barn and other conveniences at Hatlex in 1691. His
mother increased that estate by the purchase of ten acres of land between that owned by his
brother Josias at Sandside, and that owned by Leonard at Hatlex. This land cost their mother
£200 and was purchased from Samuel Hulton of Poulton-le-Sands (Morecambe). By 1695
William, his mother and his sister were concerned for their brother Leonard, who spent his time in
bad company; he was also buying and selling cattle, which the family thought was a very
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dangerous employ. They decided he should marry and encouraged him to court Ellen Benison of
Poulton, a girl he had kept company with previously.

Leonard finally married Ellen Benison in 1697 and with the £400 she brought to the marriage the
whole estate was improved and more land was purchased near Hatlex. Because Ellen was very
young Leonard's mother sent them a maid servant of long experience to "put them into methods
of housekeeping according to their ability".

William was a bachelor and an Ironmonger who lived in Lancaster and it seems that some of the
Stout children grew up in Lancaster rather than Hatlex. In 1700, William tells us that he always
kept two of his brother Leonard's children with him; he took them at two years of age and kept
them until they were six, and able to go to Bolton School.

aanndd  mmyy  ssiisstteerr  ((EElliinn))  wwaass  aass  ccaarreeffuull  ttoo  nnuurrssee  aanndd  ccoorrrreecctt  tthheemm,,  aass  iiff  tthheeyy  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  hheerr  oowwnn  cchhiillddrreenn..
[[SSttoouutt,,  aauuttoobbiiooggrraapphhyy]]

Leonard and his wife Ellen had four sons and five daughters, all reached adulthood except the first
child William born in 1697. They appear to have been one of the most healthy families in the
village, all but one of their children growing up which was almost a miracle in those days. They
were the only children of that generation. Josias the eldest brother who lived at Boulton Holmes
married but had no children, whilst William remained a bachelor and Elin, their sister, a spinster.

In reading William's Autobiography we learn quite a lot about the character of Leonard and his
wife Ellen, they were a very easy-going couple who enjoyed their lives and allowed their children
to do like-wise. This did not appeal to Uncle William who was a Quaker, he thought his brother
and sister-in-law sloppy in the way they brought up their children and many disagreements
ensued. The children usually got exactly what they wanted and were always forgiven by uncle
William who often helped out with money.

Leonard and Ellen had two servants that we can identify from the death notices in Bolton-le-
Sands Church register: George Dixon who died in 1728 at Hacklacks and Mary Robinson also of
Hacklacks who was buried in the Church at Bolton-le-Sands. Mary was possibly the maid his
mother sent to them. Hacklacks is just one of the many old versions of the name Hatlex which
appear in the old documents.

The house as built was not as we see it today, it was probably much smaller and the major
building work was done later by Leonard's eldest son in the 1700s. However there are some lathe
and plaster walls still remaining from the original building. Because the house is Grade II listed
there is an architect's report which is reproduced here. Notice in particular that the House has two
date-stones one for 1751 and the other for 1829. We will discuss the origins of these date-stones
later.

WWhhiitteewwaallllss  RReessttaauurraanntt,,  HHaattlleexx  HHoouussee  FFaarrmmhhoouussee,,  HHaattlleexx  LLaannee  aanndd  BBaarrnn
HHoouussee  nnooww  rreessttaauurraanntt..  11775511..    RReennddeerreedd  rruubbbbllee  wwiitthh  ssaannddssttoonnee  ddrreessssiinnggss  aanndd  mmooddeerrnn  ttiillee  rrooooff..  22  ssttoorreeyyss..
LLeefftt--hhaanndd  ooff  ffaaccaaddee  hhaass  eenndd  ssttaacckkss  aanndd  rruussttiiccaatteedd  qquuiioonnss  aatt  lleefftt--hhaanndd  eenndd..  TToo  tthhee  lleefftt  ooff  tthhee  ddoooorr  aarree  ttwwoo
ssaasshheedd  wwiinnddoowwss  wwiitthh  ggllaazziinngg  bbaarrss,,  tthhee  hheeaaddss  aanndd  ssiillllss  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  aass  bbaannddss..  33  ssiimmiillaarr  wwiinnddoowwss  oonn  ffiirrsstt
fflloooorr..  DDoooorr  hhaass  mmoouullddeedd  aanndd  sshhoouullddeerreedd  aarrcchhiittrraavvee  ooff  CC1188tthh  ttyyppee,,  aa  mmoouullddeedd  ccoorrnniiccee,,  aanndd  aa  ffaallssee  kkeeyyssttoonnee
wwiitthh  ddaattee  11775511  aanndd  ccaarrvveedd  ggrrootteessqquuee  ffaaccee..  EEaavveess  ttrreeaatteedd  aass  ccyymmaa  ccoorrnniiccee..  RRiigghhtt--hhaanndd  hhaallff  ooff  ffaaccaaddee  hhaass
FFrreenncchh  wwiinnddooww  iinn  ppllaaiinn  ssttoonnee  ssuurrrroouunndd  ttoo  lleefftt  ooff  ddoooorr  aanndd  aa  ssaasshheedd  wwiinnddooww  wwiitthh  ggllaazziinngg  bbaarrss  aanndd  ppllaaiinn
ssttoonnee  ssuurrrroouunndd  ttoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt..  OOnn  tthhee  11sstt..  fflloooorr  aarree  22  ssttoonnee  ssuurrrroouunnddss  wwiitthh  ssiillllss  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  aass  aa  bbaanndd..
MMoouullddiinngg  ooff  ddoooorr  jjaammbbss  ccoonnttiinnuueess  aarroouunndd  sshhaappeedd  lliinntteell  wwiitthh  mmoouullddeedd  ccoorrnniiccee  aanndd  iinncciisseedd  iinnssccrriippttiioonn  ""IIHH
11882299""..
TThhee  ggaattee  ppiieerrss  aatt  tthhee  eennttrraannccee  ttoo  tthhee  ccaarr  ppaarrkk  aarree  aa  ppaaiirr  ooff  CC1188tthh  ssaannddssttoonnee  ggaattee  ppiieerrss  wwiitthh  cchhaammffeerreedd
rruussttiiccaattiioonn  aanndd  mmoouullddeedd  ccoorrnniicceess..  LLeefftt--hhaanndd  ppiieerr  hhaass  ffiinniiaall  mmiissssiinngg..  RRiigghhtt--hhaanndd  ppiieerr  hhaass  aaccoorrnn  ffiinniiaall..
[[AArrcchhiitteeccttss  OOffffiiccee  LLaannccaasstteerr]]
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LLeeoonnaarrdd  SSttoouutt  IIII  11770033--11778899

The eldest son of the Leonard and Ellen, whom we can call Leonard II, was brought up at Hatlex
with the obvious intention of making him into a farmer like his father. He was born in 1703 and
died in 1789 at the amazing age of 86. He married Rebecca Robinson in 1733 with the consent of
both his parents and Rebecca's mother who was the second wife of John Caton of Hatlex. From
this information it seems likely that Rebecca was also brought up at  Hatlex in the house of her
mother and stepfather. Leonard II and Rebecca had three children, Thomas, William and Milch
but only William survived, the other two boys dying in infancy. Thomas appears to have been
born two years before his parents married and he died, aged one, a year before Leonard and
Rebecca married. This situation was not unusual in the early seventeen hundreds, many couples
married when their first child was several months old. Leonard was a farmer and also a very
successful Maltster. Edward Redhead of Hatlex was apprenticed to Leonard Stout but in 1732 set
up on his own as a Maltster in Slyne at what we now refer to as The Malt House, Edward died in
1733. Here is an excerpt from Emmeline Garnet's book on the Dated Buildings of South Lonsdale
in which she quotes the Richmond Deanery wills records.

EEddwwaarrdd  wwhhoo  ddiieedd  iinn  11773333,,  hhaavviinngg  aappppaarreennttllyy  jjuusstt  sseett  uupp  iinn  SSllyynnee  ffoorr  hhiimmsseellff,,  oowwnniinngg
""nniinneettyy  wwiinnddlleess  ooff  mmaalltt  iinn  ttwwoo  ggrraannaarryyss  iinn  yyee  kkiillnn......BBaarrlleeyy  wweett  aanndd  iinn  wwoorrkk  ssiixxttyy  ssiixx  wwiinnddlleess........  DDrryy  bbaarrlleeyy
4455  wwiinnddlleess"",,  ffoorr  mmoosstt  ooff  wwhhiicchh  hhee  wwaass  iinn  ddeebbtt  ttoo  LLeeoonnaarrdd  SSttoouutt..

In the mid-seventeen hundreds many of the up and coming yeoman became Freemen, Leonard
was no exception and became a Freeman of the City of Lancaster in 1744. Hatlex House must
have been improved and extended in 1751, for there is a Keystone over the door-frame of Hatlex
House dated 1751. It includes a carved face beneath it, the face is of an animal or a griffin and
was probably placed there by Leonard Stout II.

The brothers and sisters of Leonard II led quite remarkable lives for those times. Margaret, a
younger sister of Leonard, married Gualter Borranskill who became a factor for a shipping firm.
Both of them travelled to Barbados on a sailing ship and their uncle William fitted them out with
pots and pans etc. for the journey. John Stout followed in his uncles footsteps into trade and
became a woollen draper, he was the Mayor of Lancaster in 1763.

Elizabeth the eldest child had married Thomas Hall in 1719. Thomas died in 1733 and Elizabeth
came back to Hatlex with her two children but died in Slyne aged 40. She was then living with her
parents in a house on the Main Road into which they had moved in order to allow Leonard II and
Rebecca to occupy Hatlex. It is possible that Elizabeth's descendent James Hall was able to
acquire the estate in the following century (1829). Elizabeth must have been very attached to
Hatlex because it is her ghost that is now said to haunt the house!

Uncle William Stout fell from his horse in 1744, from this time he suffered from poor health and
went to live with his nephew Leonard II at Hatlex. He must have written his autobiography there,
dying in1752 at the fine old age of 87. He spent eight years at Hatlex and would certainly have
left a great deal of money to his family, the final computation in his autobiography showed him to
be worth £5,000.

TThhee  EEssttaattee  ooff  tthhee  SSttoouutt  FFaammiillyy

Leonard II had inherited a large estate at Hatlex, the land now amounted to over 100 acres. In
addition to Hatlex House there was a farmhouse on the same site, known as Hatlex Farm, and
there were also barns and other farm buildings. By 1769 he had built Hatlex Cottage which also
had a large barn next to it. (Today the cottage is called Hatlex House and the barn is converted
into a cottage.) Hatlex Cottage may have been built for a farm agent or bailiff, or for William and
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Ann Stout. Directly across from the Memorial Hall land on Hanging Green Lane there were many
other farm buildings belonging to the Hatlex Estate.

In 1738 Josias Stout died at the age of 75 leaving everything to Leonard I and his children, his
personal estate was considerable including the Boulton Holmes estate.

The sisters of Leonard II had already inherited money from their spinster aunt Ellin and when
uncle William died leaving £5000, the family must have become very wealthy indeed. The Hatlex
branch of the family were one of the richest families in the village. The Boulton Holmes Estate
passed to John Stout, the third son of Leonard I and Ellen.

WWiilllliiaamm  SSttoouutt  11773344--11778888

William Stout, the only surviving son of Leonard II and Rebecca, married Ann Jackson in 1762.
William followed the same profession as his father and became a Maltster. The coaching trade
was at its height and providing beer was a lucrative trade. The Hest Bank Inn and the Cross Keys
in Slyne were very busy enterprises. William and Ann had four children: Thomas, who described
himself as a gentleman, became a Freeman of Lancaster just before his death in 1784 aged 21.
Leonard also became a Freeman in 1785, but must have died shortly after this date. Josias died in
1790 aged 29. This left the only daughter Rebecca who, on the death of her brother, inherited the
whole of the Hatlex Estate in 1790. To avoid confusion with her grandmother we can refer to her
as "Rebecca 2".

RReebbeeccccaa  SSttoouutt  11777700--11884444

Rebecca 2 was a very rich young lady indeed and in 1793 she married the Rev. Thomas Butler,
Fellow of Trinity College Cambridge, who became the incumbent at Poulton-le-Sands. Thomas
Butler had bought the Hest Bank Hotel in 1775, so he had some financial interest in Hest Bank.
This may explain how he came to meet Rebecca who was living at Hatlex. The couple took up
residence at Hatlex and were recorded there in 1817. However, they were not blessed with
children. The Hest Bank Inn was disposed of in 1819 and Hatlex House with the estate were sold
in 1829. At some time the couple moved away but Rebecca returned to the village when Thomas
died and she was living at Marine Lodge in 1841. She passed away in 1844.

The purchaser of the estate was James Hall and it is quite possible that he was a descendent of
Elizabeth Hall who was one of Leonard II's married sisters.William Stout, the autobiographer
thought a great deal of his great niece and great nephew, he paid for their education and looked
after them when their mother died. It is nice to think that his kindness was repaid in some way by
a descendent who was able to acquire the estate for the family. Emmeline Garnett also makes this
interesting connection:

WWhhiitteewwaallllss  HHaattlleexx..
11882299  TThhee  iinniittiiaallss  II  HH..  OOnn  tthhee  lliinntteell  ooff  aann  aaddddiittiioonn..
JJaammeess  HHaallll  ooff  SSuunnnnyyssiiddee,,  SSaallffoorrdd  DDyyeerr  bboouugghhtt  tthhiiss  eessttaattee  ffrroomm  RReevv..  TThhoommaass  BBuuttlleerr,,  hhuussbbaanndd  ooff  RReebbeeccccaa
SSttoouutt..  AA  JJaammeess  HHaallll  aaggeedd  3355,,  ooff  LLiinnddaallee  iinn  CCaarrttmmeell,,  bbuurriieedd  iinn  BBoollttoonn--llee  SSaannddss  iinn  11884433,,  pprreessuummaabbllyy  ssoonn  ooff
eellddeerr  JJaammeess..  CCaarrttmmeell  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  mmaakkeess  iitt  ppoossssiibbllee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  aa  bbrraanncchh  ooff  tthhee  SSttoouutt  ffaammiillyy..  EElliizzaabbeetthh,,
eellddeesstt  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  ffiirrsstt  LLeeoonnaarrdd  ooff  HHaattlleexx,,  mmaarrrriieedd  iinn  11771199  TThhoommaass  HHaallll  ooff  CCaarrttmmeell  aanndd  hhaadd  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnee
ssoonn,,  WWiilllliiaamm  bboorrnn  11772222..    SSttiillll  iinn  tthhee  hhoouussee  iinn  11885500,,  oowwnneedd  bbyy  MMrrss..  AAlliiccee  HHaallll,,  wwaass  aa  ppiieeccee  ooff  ffuurrnniittuurree
wwiitthh  LLSS  11669933  ccaarrvveedd  oonn  iitt..
[[TThhee  DDaatteedd  BBuuiillddiinnggss  ooff  SSoouutthh  LLoonnssddaallee]]
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TThhee  HHaallll  FFaammiillyy  aanndd  ootthheerr  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  HHaattlleexx
James Hall was first mentioned on a householders list of 1836 when people having property worth
more than £10 per year in rental were able to vote. The initials on the lintel  I H are those of
James Hall.

11883366..  HHaattlleexx  EEssttaattee,,  oowwnneedd  bbyy  JJaammeess  HHaallll  ooff  SSaallffoorrdd,,  oowwnneerr  ooff  FFrreeeehhoolldd  FFaarrmm  aanndd  hhoouusseess  aanndd  llaanndd
[[VVootteerrss  LLiisstt,,  uunnppuubblliisshheedd  ddooccuummeenntt]]

By 1845 a Mrs Alice Hall occupied Hatlex House and it is not possible to tell whether she was the
widow of James Hall or some close relative. When Mrs Hall was at Hatlex there was reputed to
be an ancient piece of carved oak furniture in the house with the initials L S and bearing the date
1693. If genuine this piece of furniture possibly belonged to the first Leonard Stout. The extent of
her land at that time was 55 acres-2 roods-8 perches and its  rateable value was £180-11s-5d.
In1860 Mrs. Hall was assessed for Poor Relief at sixpence in the pound and as the owner of the
house and land had to pay £4-10s-3d. In the local directories Mrs Hall is described as a
gentlewoman and we learn more about her from the census of 1871.

HHaattlleexx  HHoouussee..
AAlliiccee  HHaallll,,  hheeaadd  aanndd  OOwwnneerr,,  LLaannddoowwnneerr,,  aaggeedd  8844,,  bboorrnn  iinn  MMaanncchheesstteerr..
AAnnnn  HHaallll,,  rreellaattiivvee,,  aaggeedd  6677,,  bboorrnn  iinn  BBuurryy..
EElliizzaabbeetthh  HHaarrrriiss,,  vviissiittoorr,,  aaggeedd  5566,,  bboorrnn  iinn  SSaallffoorrdd..
SSaarraahh  HHaarrrriiss,,  vviissiittoorr,,  aaggeedd  6600,,  bboorrnn  iinn  LLiivveerrppooooll..
AAnnnn  BBaatthhggaattee,,  ssiicckk  nnuurrssee,,  aaggeedd  3355,,  bboorrnn  iinn  KKeennddaall..
JJaannee  BBoowwee,,  ggeenneerraall  sseerrvvaanntt,,  aaggeedd  5511,,  bboorrnn  aatt  BBootthheell..
MMaarrggaarreett  RRiiggbbyy,,  sseerrvvaanntt,,  aaggeedd  1166,,  bboorrnn  aatt  BBoollttoonn--llee--SSaannddss..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11887711]]

Mrs Hall was obviously being attended by the nurse and must have died fairly soon after this
census was taken. One of the visitors, Mrs Sarah Harris, appears to have inherited or acquired the
house and was living there in 1879. She is described as "gentry" in a directory of 1879 and may
well have been a daughter of Alice:

11887799..  LLooccaall  ggeennttrryy,,  MMrrss..  SSaarraahh  HHaarrrriiss,,  HHaattlleexx  HHeesstt..

There was the following birth announcement in the Lancaster Guardian of 1879:

OOnn  tthhee  2211sstt  IInnsstt..  aatt  HHaattlleexx  HHoouussee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk,,  MMrrss  WWaalltteerr  AAnnddeerrssoonn  [[RRiioo  ddee  JJaanneeiirroo]]  ooff  aa  ddaauugghhtteerr..
[[LLaannccaasstteerr  GGuuaarrddiiaann,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2277tthh..  11887799]]

It is possible that Mrs Anderson was Mrs Harris' daughter and she had returned home from Rio to
have her baby.

In 1881 the census shows that the house was uninhabited but by the end of that year the Brothers
Harrill were in residence. They were thread manufacturers in Cumberland and stayed at Hatlex
House for ten years. Unfortunately it has not been possible to find out anything more about them.

Joseph Harris, who was possibly a son of Sarah Harris, was in residence with his family in 1891:

HHaattlleexx  HHoouussee,,  JJoosseepphh  HHaarrrriiss,,  hhiiss  wwiiffee  JJaannee  aanndd  ffoouurr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  ffaarrmmeerr,,  bboorrnn  iinn  BBrriiddeekkiirrkk,,  CCuummbbrriiaa..
[[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11889911]]

SSaallee  ooff  tthhee  HHaattlleexx  EEssttaattee  11889944

The first documented sale of the Hatlex Estate was in 1894 and this makes me suspect that the
estate had previously changed hands only within the family. The Freehold consisted of four
dwelling houses, Hatlex House and Farm House, Hatlex Cottage, and also Thortindale; extensive
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farm buildings and 103 acres- 2 roods -16 perches. The main building Hatlex House was in the
occupation of the vendor and owner who was Jonathan James Harris but it could be viewed by
appointment with the caretaker, a Mr. De Pont of Hatlex Cottage. Some of the fields included in
the sale are very interesting. Jackson's Field was advertised as a good building site and is the field
upon which Hatlex Drive now stands. Field number 396 or Low Line Butts (which was along the
Coastal Road towards Bolton-le-Sands) was subject to public footpath and contained a valuable
Chalybeate Spring. Bracken Field, number 441, had right of cart road through field number 443 to
the Turnpike road. These fields are not shown on the 1845 Tithe Map of Hest Bank because prior
to 1980 most of the Hatlex Estate was in the Parish of Bolton-le-Sands. The property was sold to
Joseph William Pickard. Written on the catalogue is:  "£6,000 offered--Reserve £7,000".

SSaallee  ooff  tthhee  HHaattlleexx  EEssttaattee  OOccttoobbeerr  11992222..

In 1901 the owner of the estate was S. Pickard and the accommodation of Hatlex House was
described in a sale notice:

GGrroouunndd  FFlloooorr..  TTwwoo  ssiittttiinngg  rroooommss  ((1177fftt..  66iinn..  bbyy  1166fftt,,  aanndd  1177fftt..  66iinn  bbyy  1100fftt  66iinn..))
DDiinniinngg  RRoooomm  ((1188fftt  66iinn  bbyy  1100fftt  66iinn..)),,  TTwwoo  KKiittcchheennss,,  BBaacckk  KKiittcchheenn  aanndd  SSccuulllleerryy,,  LLaarrddeerr,,  WWaasshh--hhoouussee..
FFiirrsstt  FFlloooorr..  FFoouurr  PPrriinncciippaall  BBeeddrroooommss,,  TThhrreeee  SSmmaalllleerr  BBeeddrroooommss..
AAttttiicc  FFlloooorr..  BBeeddrroooomm  aanndd  TThhrreeee  LLuummbbeerr  RRoooommss..
BBaasseemmeenntt..  TTwwoo  CCeellllaarrss..
TThhee  PPrrooppeerrttyy  ssttaannddss  iinn  iittss  oowwnn  ggrroouunnddss,,  eexxtteennddiinngg  oovveerr  aann  aarreeaa  ooff  33aa    22rr..    2211ppeerr..
aanndd  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  PPlleeaassuurree  aanndd  VVeeggeettaabbllee  GGaarrddeennss,,  tthheerree  iiss  aann  OOrrcchhaarrdd  aanndd  ttwwoo  PPaaddddoocckkss..

One of the conditions of sale of 1922 was that the vendors sell as Trustees under the Will of the
said Joseph Pickard, presumably S Pickard was his son. One of the most interesting conditions of
sale was for lot number 6, this land stood next to Uplands which is now Ashworth Drive. The
condition stated that the buyer of lot 6 "could not erect a dwelling house of less value than £500
or a pair of semi-detached houses for less than £800" on this particular plot, and further "no house
could be erected within 150 yards of the plot of land containing Uplands". An indenture to this
effect had been made between Joseph William Pickard and Peter Wild the owner of Uplands in
1898.

HHaattlleexx  GGhhoossttss..

Mr. and Mrs Fisher, the present owners of Whitewalls Restaurant, will tell you that there is
definitely a "presence" in the house, particularly in one of the bedrooms, of a woman named
Elizabeth. Who can doubt that this is the shadow of Elizabeth Hall (nee Stout) one of William
Stout's beloved nieces. Elizabeth was a sickly child suffering from asthma (its not a new disease!)
who had two children and died aged 40 in 1740. It may have been her descendent who reclaimed
the estate in 1829. Is she happy with the way things have turned out?

HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm
The Farm house is easily confused with Hatlex House itself. However it was a separate dwelling
adjoining and behind the main building. The first references to the farm appear in 1817 when the
tenant was Mrs Jane Worthington. The best description of the property was given in the notice of
1894 when the whole estate was for sale:

AAuuccttiioonn  SSaallee..
AAllll  tthhaatt  vvaalluuaabbllee  FFrreeeehhoolldd  RReessiiddeennccee  ccaalllleedd  HHaattlleexx  HHoouussee  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  FFaarrmmhhoouussee  aanndd  ggaarrddeennss
aaddjjooiinniinngg,,  aanndd  tthhee  pplleeaassuurree  ggaarrddeennss,,  vveeggeettaabbllee  ggaarrddeennss  aanndd  llaanndd  aaddjjooiinniinngg..........................
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All the estates in Hest Bank were regularly split into two. Houses such as Hatlex and The
Prospect were occupied by the rich who described themselves as gentlemen or gentlewomen but
often they were only tenants and appeared to move quite frequently. In the case of Hatlex House
the owners were usually in residence. The land attached to the estates was generally farmed by
tenant farmers and the farm house was one of the cottages on site.

TThhee  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  FFaammiillyy
Mrs. Jane Worthington was the tenant at Hatlex Farm as early as 1817 when her husband
Ambrose died aged 52. We can see from the census of 1841 that the Worthingtons had five
children, four sons and one daughter, all were unmarried at that time. In total ten people including
servants were crammed into the property. As we shall see the brothers had "exciting" lives and
must have been well known characters in the community:

JJaannee  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  ffaarrmmeerr,,  aaggeedd  6666..
WWiilllliiaamm  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  aaggeedd  4455,,  ssoonn..
EEddwwaarrdd  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  aaggeedd  3399,,  ssoonn..
AAlliiccee  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  aaggeedd  3355,,  ddaauugghhtteerr..
TThhoommaass  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  aaggeedd  3333,,  ssoonn..
HHuugghh  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  aaggeedd  2211,,  ssoonn..
WWiilllliiaamm  PPeeddddeerr,,  aaggeedd  1177,,  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  llaabboouurreerr..
EElllleenn  RRoobbiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  1199,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..
CChhrriissttiiaannnnaa  AAiinnsslliiee,,  aaggeedd  7755,,  ooff  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  mmeeaannss..
AAnnnn  WWiinnssttoonn,,  aaggeedd  2200,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11884411]]

By 1845 the lives of the Worthingtons had changed significantly and rather dramatically. Their
mother Jane had died sometime between 1841and 1845, and William was the new tenant and head
of the household. At the age of 49 he decided to marry but by the 10th of May 1845, one week
after his marriage, he was dead from arsenic poisoning!

TThhee  DDeeaatthh  ooff  WWiilllliiaamm  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn

 An article was written in the Lancaster Guardian about the inquest after his death. It is well
worth reproducing here:

SSuuiicciiddee  aatt  HHeesstt  BBaannkk
TThhee  iinnqquueesstt  ooff  tthhee  bbooddyy  ooff  WWiilllliiaamm  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ppoossttppoonneedd  oonn  FFrriiddaayy  ttoo  aallllooww  tthhee
MMeeddiiccaall  GGeennttlleemmeenn  ttiimmee  ttoo  aannaallyyssee  tthhee  ccoonntteennttss  ooff  tthhee  ssttoommaacchh,,  wwaass  rreessuummeedd  oonn  SSuunnddaayy  aafftteerrnnoooonn  bbeeffoorree
JJaammeess  GGaarrddnneerr  EEssqq..  CCoorroonneerr,,  aatt  tthhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  HHootteell..  MMrr  LLeeaacckk,,  ssuurrggeeoonn,,  ddeeppoosseedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppoowwddeerr  wwhhiicchh
hhee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  ssttoommaacchh,,  oonn  tthhee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  aa  tteesstt,,  pprroovveedd  ttoo  bbee  aarrsseenniicc..  TThhee  ppoowwddeerr  aallssoo  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee
ggiillll  ppoott  nneeaarr  tthhee  bbeedd  wwaass  ffoouunndd  ttoo  ccoonnttaaiinn  tthhee  ssaammee  ddeeaaddllyy  iinnggrreeddiieenntt..  AA  bbrrootthheerr  ooff  tthhee  ddeecceeaasseedd  ssttaatteedd
tthhaatt  tthhee  aarrsseenniicc  wwaass  kkeepptt  iinn  tthhee  hhoouussee  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ddrreessssiinngg  tthhee  ffeeeett  ooff  ddiisseeaasseedd  ccaattttllee..  HHee  hhaadd
ffrreeqquueennttllyy  hheeaarrdd  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr  eexxccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  ""hhee  wwoouulldd  nnoott  lliivvee  aa  wweeeekk""  aanndd  oonn  tthhee  eevveenniinngg  pprreevviioouuss  ttoo  hhiiss
ddeeaatthh,,  hhee  hhaadd  ssaaiidd  ""II  ddoonn''tt  tthhiinnkk  II  sshhaallll  lliivvee  ttiillll  mmoorrnniinngg""..
TThhee  JJuurryy  aafftteerr  aa  sshhoorrtt  ddeelliibbeerraattiioonn,,  rreettuurrnneedd  tthhee  vveerrddiicctt,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddeecceeaasseedd  hhaadd  ppooiissoonneedd  hhiimmsseellff,,  bbeeiinngg  aatt
tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  ooff  uunnssoouunndd  mmiinndd..  HHee  wwaass  oonnllyy  mmaarrrriieedd  oonn  tthhee  MMoonnddaayy  pprreevviioouuss,,  aanndd  tthhee  aaggoonniisseedd  ffeeeelliinnggss
ooff  hhiiss  wwiiddooww  mmaayy  bbee  bbeetttteerr  iimmaaggiinneedd  tthhaann  ddeessccrriibbeedd..
[[TThhee  GGuuaarrddiiaann,,  11884455]]

In 1996 we may say that to marry at the age of 49 for the first time could cause difficulties,
however it was not unusual for a man to marry so late in the first half of the 19th. century. I have
come across many men in Slyne-with-Hest marrying for the first time in their 50s.

What is most peculiar is that he died only one week after his marriage. Death by arsenic is very
painful and requires massive doses over a long period. The whole event is very curious indeed and
perhaps the brothers and the local community knew more, but it was not made public. The
following notice was printed in the Guardian one week later:
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RRee  WWiilllliiaamm  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecceeaasseedd..
NNoottiiccee  iiss  hheerreebbyy  GGiivveenn..
TThhaatt  HHuugghh  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  hhoollddss  aaddvveerrssee  ppoosssseessssiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  wwiiddooww  aanndd  AAddmmiinniissttrraattrriixx
ooff  tthhee  ddeecceeaasseedd  ooff  tthhee  ffaarrmm,,  aatt  HHaattlleexx,,  iinn  BBoollttoonn--llee--SSaannddss,,  aanndd  tthhee  SSttoocckkss  aanndd  EEffffeeccttss  tthheerreeiinn,,  iiss  nnoott
aauutthhoorriisseedd  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  aannyy  ddeebbttss  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ddeecceeaasseedd,,  oorr  ttoo  sseellll  aannyy  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ffaarrmmiinngg  ssttoocckk,,  oorr  ootthheerr
eeffffeeccttss  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  ooff  tthhee  ssaaiidd  AAddmmiinniissttrraattrriixx..
AAnndd  tthhaatt  aannyy  ppeerrssoonn  ppaayyiinngg  hhiimm  mmoonneeyy  oowwiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  llaattee  WWiilllliiaamm  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  oorr  ppuurrcchhaassiinngg  aannyy  ppaarrtt  ooff
tthhee  ssttoocckk  aanndd  ccoo..  ffrroomm  hhiimm,,  oorr  aannyy  ootthheerr  ppeerrssoonn  nnoott  aauutthhoorriisseedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssaaiidd  AAddmmiinniissttrraattrriixx,,  wwiillll,,  aafftteerr  tthhiiss
nnoottiiccee,,  ddoo  ssoo  aatt  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  rriisskk..
TThhoommaass  TThhoommppssoonn,,  AAttttoorrnneeyy  aatt  LLaaww  ffoorr  EElllleenn  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  ((wwiiddooww))  AAddmmiinniissttrraattrriixx  ooff  tthhee  ssaaiidd  WWiilllliiaamm
WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  ddeecceeaasseedd..

MMaarrkkeett  SStt..  LLaannccaasstteerr,,  1133tthh,,  MMaayy  11884455..

The youngest brother Hugh Worthington, then aged 25, had taken over Hatlex Farm and it seems
that Ellen Worthington the widow has been made to leave the house. The warning from Mrs.
Worthington's solicitor indicates that Hugh was also trying to sell off farm-stock and equipment.
The above notice was meant to act as a restraint on his activities. Although the whole case
deserves more investigation I have not found any more material but I still hope more will come to
light. I did come across Hugh in 1846, by then living in Lancaster, and another death is involved:

DDeeaatthh  NNoottiiccee..
IInn  UUppppeerr  BBuullkk  SSttrreeeett  LLaannccaasstteerr..  EElliizzaabbeetthh,,  wwiiffee  ooff  MMrr..  HHuugghh  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  ooff  HHaattlleexx,,  aaggeedd  2233..

The third brother Thomas Worthington married the eldest daughter of George Crosskell of the
Hest Bank Inn in 1846 when he was aged 38 . They continued to farm at Hatlex and raised a
family there:

MMaarrrriiaaggee  nnoottiiccee::  11884466..  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2211sstt,,  OOnn  TTuueessddaayy  llaasstt  aatt  BBoollttoonn--llee--SSaannddss  bbyy  tthhee  RReevv..  RR  GGiibbssoonn,,  MMrr..
TThhoommaass  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  ooff  HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm,,  ttoo  MMaarrggaarreett,,  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  MMrr..  CCrroosssskkeellll  ooff  TThhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  IInnnn..

Edward Worthington, the second eldest brother, must have continued to live with them and I
came across him again in1848 in a court case at the Quarter Sessions.

JJaammeess  RRoobbiinnss,,  aaggeedd  1188,,  wwaass  cchhaarrggeedd  wwiitthh  hhaavviinngg  ssttoolleenn  aa  wwaattcchh,,  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  ooff  EEddwwaarrdd  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  ooff
HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm..  OOnn  tthhee  1199tthh..  OOccttoobbeerr  11884488,,  EEddwwaarrdd  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  wweenntt  ttoo  MMaarrggiinnssoonn''ss  ccaattttllee  ssaallee  aatt  BBoollttoonn--
llee--SSaannddss,,  hhee  hhaadd  aa  lliittttllee  ttoo  ddrriinnkk  aanndd  ffeellll  aasslleeeepp,,  tthhee  wwaattcchh  hhaadd  ggoonnee  wwhheenn  hhee  aawwookkee..  HHiiss  nnaammee  wwaass
eennggrraavveedd  oonn  tthhee  iinnnneerr  ccaassee  ooff  tthhee  wwaattcchh,,  RRoobbiinnss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  sseeeenn  llooiitteerriinngg  iinn  tthhee  vviicciinniittyy  aanndd  wwaass  aarrrreesstteedd
aanndd  ffoouunndd  gguuiillttyy  ooff  tthheefftt,,  hhee  wwaass  sseenntteenncceedd  ttoo  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  iimmpprriissoonnmmeenntt  aatt  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  CCoorrrreeccttiioonn  iinn
PPrreessttoonn..

From a directory of 1851 we find that Thomas Worthington was still farming at the Hatlex Farm
and from the census of 1871 he was well settled with a son and a daughter:

HHaattlleexx  ffaarrmm..
TThhoommaass  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  HHeeaadd  mmaann,,  aaggeedd  6633,,  ffaarrmmeerr  ooff  8888  aaccrreess..
MMaarrggaarreett  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  6600..
JJaannee,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  2200..
GGeeoorrggee  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  1188..
RRiicchhaarrdd  GGaarrddnneerr,,  ffaarrmm  sseerrvvaanntt..
JJoosshhuuaa  SShhuuttttlleewwoorrtthh,,  aaggeedd  2233,,  ffaarrmm  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11887711]]

Thomas remained at Hatlex farm at least until 1879 when he was 71 years old and appeared to be
on the point of retirement. He probably died soon after.
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LLaatteerr  IInnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm
The Brothers Harris were farming at Hatlex Farm in 1879 and their sister Sarah was living in the
main house and could well have been the owner of the estate. Their stay was very brief and things
had changed again by 1881. At that time the main house was uninhabited but a Peter Ponsonby
was at the farm with his wife Mary and a baby:

HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm::
PPeetteerr  PPoonnssoonnbbyy,,  hheeaadd  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd,,  aaggeedd  2277,,  ffaarrmm  bbaaiilliiffff  ooff  110088  aaccrreess,,  eemmppllooyyss  oonnee  mmaann..
MMaarryy,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  2266..
WWiilllliiaamm,,  ssoonn,,  aaggeedd  11..
EElliizzaabbeetthh  ??  aaggeedd  1199,,  ggeenneerraall  sseerrvvaanntt..
WWiilllliiaamm  HHuuttcchhiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  2233,,  ffaarrmm  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11888811]]

In 1891 the farmhouse was referred to as a cottage and living there was John Askew who, I am
sure, was a professional Farm Bailiff, later employed by other landowners in the village.

HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm  CCoottttaaggee,,
JJoohhnn  AAsskkeeww,,  wwiiffee  MMaarryy  aanndd  tthhrreeee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  FFaarrmm  BBaaiilliiffff,,  bboorrnn  iinn  BBaarree,,  wwiiffee  bboorrnn  iinn  OOvveerr  KKeelllleett..
[[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11889911]]

As we have noted with reference to Hatlex House, the whole estate was up for sale in 1894 when
the Farmhouse was leased by Mr. Thomas Thompson as tenant. The sale notice says that his term
was to expire in regards to the Farm House on the 12th. May 1895, and on the land in February
1895. It is likely that Thomas Thompson was a breeder of pedigree cattle and sheep who lived at
The Prospect.  John Askew may well have been his bailiff.

FFiirree  aatt  HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm..

By the turn of the century Thomas Cook was farming at Hatlex Farm and five years later in 1906
there was a serious fire. A barn was destroyed along with farm implements and a large quantity of
hay. The Lancaster Guardian ran this article on September 22nd. 1906.

OOnn  MMoonnddaayy  mmoorrnniinngg  aa  sseerriioouuss  ffiirree  bbrrookkee  oouutt  iinn  tthhee  ffaarrmm  bbuuiillddiinnggss  aatt  HHaattlleexx  FFaarrmm  HHeesstt  BBaannkk,,  iinn  tthhee
ooccccuuppaattiioonn  ooff  TThhoommaass  CCooookk..  AA  mmaann  rriiddiinngg  ppaasstt  sshhoorrttllyy  bbeeffoorree  tteenn  oo''cclloocckk  ddiissccoovveerreedd  tthhee  ffiirree  aanndd
iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ggaavvee  tthhee  aallaarrmm..  AA  ffaarrmm  sseerrvvaanntt  wwaass  pprroommppttllyy  ddiissppaattcchheedd  ttoo  BBoollttoonn--llee--SSaannddss  aanndd  tthhee  ppoolliiccee
tteelleepphhoonnee  wwaass  rreeqquuiissiittiioonneedd  ttoo  eennlliisstt  tthhee  sseerrvviicceess  ooff  tthhee  LLaannccaasstteerr  BBoorroouugghh  FFiirree  BBrriiggaaddee  aanndd  tthhee  CCaarrnnffoorrtthh
FFiirree  BBrriiggaaddee..  TThhiiss  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ccaallll  wwiitthhiinn  aa  ffoorrttnniigghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  BBoorroouugghh  FFiirree  BBrriiggaaddee  wwhhoo  wweerree  ssuummmmoonneedd
aatt  1100--3300aamm..
SSuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt  WWeeaarriinngg  ttuurrnneedd  oouutt  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteennddeerr  44  mmiinnss..  llaatteerr  aanndd  tthhee  sstteeaammeerr  ffoolllloowweedd  ggeettttiinngg  sstteeaamm
uupp  oonn  rroouuttee..  OOnn  aarrrriivvaall  iitt  wwaass  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffiirree  wwaass  rraaggiinngg  iinn  aa  bbaarrnn  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  ttwwoo  bbaayyss  ooff  hhaayy,,  aa
sspplleennddiidd  ccrroopp  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ggrraaiinn  aanndd  aa  llaarrggee  aammoouunntt  ooff  ffaarrmm  iimmpplleemmeennttss..
TThhee  rrooooff  hhaadd  ffaalllleenn  iinn  aanndd  tthhee  ffiirree  tthhrreeaatteenneedd  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  eevveerryytthhiinngg..  TThhee  LLaannccaasstteerr  FFiirreemmaann,,  SSuupptt..
WWeeaarriinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  tteennddeerr  ccoouupplleedd  uupp  ttoo  aa  hhyyddrraanntt  oonn  tthhee  rrooaadd  nnoott  ffaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ddeevvootteedd  tthheeiirr
aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  pprreevveennttiinngg  tthhee  ffiirree  sspprreeaaddiinngg  ttoo  aaddjjooiinniinngg  bbuuiillddiinnggss  aanndd  ddiidd  tthhiiss  eeffffeeccttiivveellyy  uunnttiill  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff
tthhee  sstteeaammeerr  wwhhiicchh  wwoorrkkeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccaannaall  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wwiitthhiinn  ssiigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  ffaarrmm..  OOnn  tthhee  CCaarrnnffoorrtthh  BBrriiggaaddee
aarrrriivviinngg,,  iinn  cchhaarrggee  CCaappttaaiinn  SSiimmppssoonn,,  tthheeyy  uusseedd  tthheeiirr  mmaannuuaall  eennggiinnee  aanndd  ppuummppeedd  wwaatteerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccaannaall..  IInn
aabboouutt  aann  hhoouurr  tthhee  ccoommbbiinneedd  bbrriiggaaddeess  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  mmaasstteerriinngg  tthhee  ffiirree..  TThheeyy  ccuutt  oouutt  tthhee  ssmmoouullddeerriinngg  hhaayy,,
sseeeekkiinngg  ttoo  ssaavvee  tthhee  cceennttrree  ooff  tthhee  bbaayyss..  TThhiiss  wwoorrkk  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffoorr  ffoouurr  hhoouurrss  tthhee  rruubbbbiisshh  bbeeiinngg  cclleeaarreedd  aanndd
tthhee  cceennttrree  mmoowwss  lleefftt  ssttaannddiinngg,,  pprroovviinngg  tthhee  ffiirree  wwaass  dduuee  ttoo  eexxtteerrnnaall  ccaauusseess  aanndd  nnoott  ssppoonnttaanneeoouuss
ccoommbbuussttiioonn..
LLoossss  iinncclluuddeedd  aa  ccaarrtt,,  cchhooppppeerr,,  sshheeeepp  rraacckk,,  pplloouugghh  aanndd  ootthheerr  iimmpplleemmeennttss  ddaammaaggeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  tthhee  rrooooff..
TThhee  FFiirree  BBrriiggaaddee  rreettuurrnneedd  hhoommee  aatt  55ppmm..
CCrrooppss  aanndd  iimmpplleemmeennttss  wweerree  iinnssuurreedd  wwiitthh  CCaalleeddoonniiaann  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoommppaannyy..  BBuutt  tthhee  lloossss  ttoo  tthhee  oowwnneerr  ooff  tthhee
bbaarrnn,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  nnoott  iinnssuurreedd,,  tthhee  oowwnneerr  bbeeiinngg    MMrr..  JJ..  WW  PPiicckkaarrdd  ooff  OOaattllaannddss..
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This splendidly descriptive article dramatically illustrates the difficulties experienced by the fire
brigade in the early 1900s. There were no public telephones available and the route for the fire
engines would have been along the A6 to Slyne and then down through the village. The people on
route seeing a wonderful sight of the galloping horses drawing the engines. The Lancaster men
had the use of a steam driven machine but the Carnforth lads had to operate theirs manually.

John Parker was still farming at Hatlex Farm in 1913 but he must have died before1922 when the
estate was again for sale. Mrs Parker, by then a widow, showed people around the property. The
Farm House was not described in any detail but is still there and is the cottage attached to the
back of the main house, rented out in the 1930s and 40s as a holiday cottage.

 The Sale Notice contains the following description:

AA  DDuuttcchh  bbaarrnn  2200yyddss..  bbyy  77  yyddss..,,  iinn  ffoouurr  bbaayyss,,  wwiitthh  DDaaiirryy  SShhiippppoonn  ((1144  hheeaadd))  aanndd  LLoooossee  BBooxx..  TTwwoo  ffuurrtthheerr
BBaarrnnss,,  SShhiippppoonn  ((1100  hheeaadd)),,  TTrraapp  HHoouussee,,  aanndd  SSttaabbllee  ((22  ssttaallllss))..  FFuurrtthheerr  SSttaabbllee  ((22  ssttaallllss)),,  WWoorrkksshhoopp,,  FFiivvee
CCaallff  PPeennss,,  aanndd  GGrraannaarryy..  BBuullll--hhoouussee,,  FFoouurr  LLoooossee  BBooxxeess,,  TTwwoo  SShhiippppoonnss  ((1166  hheeaadd)),,  aanndd  ffoouurr  CCaallff  BBooxxeess
wwiitthh  LLoofftt--oovveerr,,  TTwwoo  PPiiggggeerriieess..
TTiitthhee  ((VViiccaarriiaall))    11ss--33dd..  ppeerr  aannnnuumm
LLaanndd  TTaaxx      44ss--44dd..

Today none of these old farm buildings exist. The beautiful stone barn, which was a listed
building, was situated on the land that is now the car-park for the restaurant and was burned
down in the late1960s. At this fire I watched as the fire brigade again pumped the water from the
canal but this time in an unsuccessful attempt to save it.


