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Hatlex Cottage (now known as Hatlex House)

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn

Hatlex Cottage was probably built in 1769 by Leonard Stout the younger or by his son William
Stout. This cottage was a beautiful four to five bedroomed house set in four acres of land forming
a 'mini estate' within the Hatlex estate. William Stout was the only surviving son of Leonard and
he married Ann Jackson in 1762. By 1769 they had three young sons, Thomas aged six, Josias
aged eight and Leonard aged four. Hatlex Cottage with its own barn and stables must have been
built for one of the family members and William and his wife are the most likely candidates. They
had another child Rebecca who was born in 1770 probably at Hatlex Cottage. William was a
maltster and a Freeman of the City of Lancaster, his sons also became Freemen, Thomas in 1783
and Leonard in 1785.

11778833--8844..  SSttoouutt  TThhoommaass,,  ooff  HHaattlloocckkss  iinn  SSllyynnee,,  ggeennttlleemmaann,,  ssoonn  ooff  WWiilllliiaamm..
11778855--66..  LLeeoonnaarrdd  SSttoouutt,,  tthhee  yyoouunnggeerr,,  ooff  HHaattlloocckkss,,  ggeennttlleemmaann,,  ssoonn  ooff  WWiilllliiaamm  ooff  ssaammee,,  mmaallsstteerr..
[[LLiisstt  ooff  FFrreeeemmeenn]]

Tragedy came to this family in 1784 when Thomas Stout, described as a Gentleman, died aged
twenty one. Four years later in 1788 his father William died, aged fifty four and by 1790 both
Josias, aged 29, and his mother Ann were also dead leaving Rebecca, then aged 20, a considerable
heiress to her father's and grandfather's estates. We do not know what happened to the young
Leonard, and can only assume that he must have died sometime between 1786 and 1790. At that
time Rebecca would presumably have moved into Hatlex House and the small estate of Hatlex
Cottage would have been rented out to tenants until it was for sale in 1894. (Lot Two of the
Hatlex Estate.) The tenants were alway professional people or families of some wealth.
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In the sale notice of the Hatlex Estate of 1894 it is described as follows:

........aa  vvaalluuaabbllee  FFrreeeehhoolldd  RReessiiddeennccee,,  wwiitthh  PPlleeaassuurree  GGrroouunnddss,,  VVeeggeettaabbllee  GGaarrddeennss,,  OOrrcchhaarrdd,,  VViinneerryy,,  SSttaabbllee
aanndd  BBaarrnn,,  iittss  eexxtteenntt  33aa  oorr  1133rr,,  eexxcceelllleenntt  PPaassttuurree  aaddjjooiinniinngg::  iinn  wwhhoollee  aabboouutt  44  aaccrreess..

The Cottage was sold for £530.

TThhee  HHoouussee  iinn  11776699

It obviously takes some guess work to describe the house as it was in 1769. The cottage now
attached on the east side was part of the house, and that section probably contained the utilities,
kitchens and buttery, on its upper floor were at least two bedrooms. The main part of the house,
now known as Hatlex House, contained two large sitting rooms and two master bedrooms, all
these rooms were of high quality and it was definitely a house for a yeoman!

Features that we see today inside Hatlex Cottage give an indication of its original plan. Under the
plaster there are doors on both levels leading into the smaller cottage. A new staircase has been
erected, presumably because the old one is in the smaller cottage. This makes some sense when
we realise that all the families who lived in the house had servants. In fact in 1841 two families
were living there.

How did all this change to give us the present row of cottages? Everything we see today was
there in 1769, except Lilac Cottage. The canal came in 1795 and before then Hatlex Cottage
would have looked down on sweeping fields to Hatlex House. There were no other buildings at
that time but Hatlex Lane did exist. Most properties of this kind had a barn and stables to house
their horses, traps or carriages. The barn which stood on the corner of the estate was converted
into a house and in 1946 Hatlex Cottage was split into the two separate properties. Even later
Lilac Cottage became an infill between the barn and Hatlex Cottage.

A female ghost is said to walk the staircase of Hatlex Cottage. Some people feel that this
apparition could be the sad Ann Stout who had a such a troubled life.

IInnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  HHaattlleexx  CCoottttaaggee
The first people to build and live at Hatlex Cottage were probably members of the Stout Family. I
have not been able to trace any tenants from 1790 to 1841 but hopefully this may be possible in
the future. In 1841 there were two families living at Hatlex Cottage and in the census it is listed as
Hatlex Cottage, Bolton-le-Sands:

TThhoommaass  MMaassoonn,,  aaggeedd  3377,,  AAttttoorrnneeyy  aatt  LLaaww..
JJaannee  MMaassoonn,,  aaggeedd  3366..
TThhoommaass  MMaassoonn,,  aaggeedd  1144  mmooss..
EElllleenn  TTaallbboott,,  aaggeedd  3300,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..
MMaarrggaarreett  SShhaacckklleettoonn,,  aaggeedd  2266,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..
HHaannnnaahh  DDaavviieess,,  aaggeedd  1199,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..
WWaalltteerr  HHeeiinnddee,,  aaggeedd  4400,,  cclleerrkk  ttoo  TThhoommaass  MMaassoonn..
JJaanneett  HHeeiinnddee,,  aaggeedd  3311..
JJaammeess  HHeeiinnddee,,  aaggeedd  1111..
JJaannee  CCoouupp,,  aaggeedd  2288,,  ffeemmaallee  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11884411]]

In 1854 there is a death notice for the wife of a Mr. James Hall living at Hatlex Cottage, we know
that the Halls were owners of the Hatlex Estate and she was possibly a relative whom they had
installed in the Cottage.

11885544..  HHaattllaaxx  CCoottttaaggee,,  oonn  tthhee  2211sstt  ooff  FFeebb..,,  MMaarryy,,  wwiiffee  ooff  MMrr..  JJaammeess  HHaallll,,  aaggeedd  6677..
[[DDeeaatthh  nnoottiiccee,,  BBoollttoonn  llee  SSaannddss..]]
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One year later we see from a village directory a Mr. James Wilson living at Hatlex Cottage:

11885555..  MMrr..  JJaammeess  WWiillssoonn,,  HHaattlleexx  CCoottttaaggee..

The Cottage was let as a residence suitable for the professional person of the times. Again we see
from the 1871 census that the people renting it are quite well off. Robert Blades and his family are
very interesting for they have no children of their own but have taken into their home two
nephews and a niece, one nephew was only three years of age:

HHaattlleexx  CCoottttaaggee,,  RRoobbeerrtt  BBllaaddeess,,  hheeaadd,,  aaggeedd  4488,,  bbuuiillddeerr,,  bboorrnn  iinn  LLaannccaasstteerr..
IIssaabbeellllaa  BBllaaddeess,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  4499..
IIssaabbeellllaa  TTaayylloorr,,  nniieeccee  ttoo  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  2211,,  nnoo  ooccccuuppaattiioonn,,  bboorrnn  iinn  UUllvveerrssttoonn..
EErrnneesstt  BBaayynneess,,  nneepphheeww  ttoo  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  99,,  sscchhoollaarr,,  bboorrnn  iinn  BBllaacckkbbuurrnn..
CChhaarrlleess  BB..  CCoorrrrddaallee,,  nneepphheeww  ttoo  hheeaadd,,  aaggeedd  33,,  bboorrnn  iinn  LLaannccaasstteerr..
EElllleenn  BBrroowwnn,,  sseerrvvaanntt,,  aaggeedd  3355,,  bboorrnn  iinn  HHeeyysshhaamm..
JJaannee  PPiicckkeerrddoowwnn,,  sseerrvvaanntt  aaggeedd  1166..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11887711]]

Mr. Robert Blades still continued at the cottage until at least 1879:

11887799..  MMrr..  RRoobbeerrtt  BBllaaddeess,,  HHaattlleexx  CCoottttaaggee,,  HHeesstt..  [[LLooccaall  ddiirreeccttoorryy]]

In 1881 Mr. Thomas Atkinson, a Tea Dealer, was living at Hatlex Cottage with his wife Margaret
and their first child had just been born:

TThhoommaass  AAttkkiinnssoonn,,  aaggeedd  3366,,  TTeeaa  DDeeaalleerr,,  eemmppllooyyss  tthhrreeee  mmeenn..
MMaarrggaarreett,,  wwiiffee,,  aaggeedd  2277..
CCoonnssttaannccee,,  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aaggeedd  11  mmoonntthh..
MMaarryy  BBrreeccooeess??  aaggeedd  4444,,  mmoonntthhllyy  nnuurrssee..
DDoorrootthhyy  AAttkkiinnssoonn,,  ggeenneerraall  ddoommeessttiicc  sseerrvvaanntt..  [[  CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11888811]]
JJ  AAttkkiinnssoonn  aanndd  CCoo..  hhoommee  HHaattlleexx  CCoottttaaggee,,  HHeesstt  BBaannkk..  [[TTrraaddee  iinnddeexx]]]]

In 1891, and perhaps for some time before, Mr. J. Scambler lived at Hatlex Cottage. He moved to
Slyne Grange in 1891, his family stayed in the village for some years and his daughters, the Misses
Scambler, set up a school at Slyne Grange for the children of the village.

A Mr. De Pont was living at the Cottage according to the Census of 1891. His tenancy expired on
the 11th. November 1894.

HHaattlleexx  CCoottttaaggee,,  AA  DDee  PPoonntt,,  lliivviinngg  wwiitthh  wwiiffee  aanndd  tthhrreeee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerr  aanndd  mmeerrcchhaanntt,,  bboorrnn  iinn
LLaauussaannnnee,,  wwiiffee  bboorrnn  iinn  LLoonnddoonn  SSWW..  [[CCeennssuuss  rreettuurrnn  11889911]]

TThhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  GGoollff  CClluubb
After 1894 Thomas Birch acquired the Cottage and he was still living there in 1898. A Joseph
Birch was living there in 1901 and it was at that time that its use changed and the Hest Bank Golf
Club was established. The Cottage we see today became the Clubhouse. The Golf Club was very
successful until the beginning of the first World War and then with so many young men in the
armed services it ceased to exist and again became a house. A local newspaper article gave an
attractive description of the course:

HHeesstt  BBaannkk  GGoollff  CClluubb
TThhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  nneeww  cclluubb  iiss  nnooww  eennssuurreedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ggeenneerraall  mmeeeettiinngg  iiss  ttoo  bbee  hheelldd  iinn  tthhee  MMiissssiioonn
CChhuurrcchh,,  HHeesstt  BBaannkk,,  oonn  WWeeddnneessddaayy  aafftteerrnnoooonn  aatt  ffoouurr  oo''cclloocckk  aass  aaddvveerrttiisseedd  iinn  oouurr  ccoolluummnnss..
TThhoouugghh  uunneexxppeecctteedd  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  aarroossee,,  tthhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoommmmiitttteeee  wweerree  nnoott  aatt  aallll  ddiissccoouurraaggeedd..  TThheeyy  ffeelltt
tthhoorroouugghhllyy  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggeenneerroouuss  ssuuppppoorrtt  tteennddeerreedd  ffrroomm  aallll  ssiiddeess,,  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  eexxeerrttiioonnss  mmuusstt  bbee
ccrroowwnneedd  wwiitthh  ssuucccceessss,,  aanndd  tthhee  sseeqquueell  hhaass  pprroovveedd  tthhee  ccoorrrreeccttnneessss  ooff  tthheeiirr  ooppiinniioonn..  GGuuaarraannttoorrss  hhaavvee  ccoommee
hhaannddssoommeellyy  ffoorrwwaarrdd,,  tthhee  llaanndd  oowwnneerrss  aanndd  tthhee  tteennaannttss  hhaavvee  mmeett  tthheemm  wwiitthh  eevveerryy  kkiinnddnneessss  aanndd  aassssiissttaannccee
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aanndd  iitt  nnooww  oonnllyy  rreemmaaiinnss  ffoorr  tthhee  ffoorrmmaall  eennrroollmmeenntt  ooff  mmeemmbbeerrss  aatt  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  mmeeeettiinngg  ttoo  sseett  tthhee  bbaallll
rroolllliinngg..
TThhee  cclluubb  hhoouussee,,  ""HHaattlleexx  CCoottttaaggee,,""  iiss  aann  iiddeeaall  ppllaaccee  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee,,  bbeeaauuttiiffuullllyy  ssiittuuaatteedd  iinn  pprriivvaattee  ggrroouunnddss..
TThhaatt  aalloonnee  mmuusstt  aappppeeaall  ttoo  mmaannyy..  TThhee  lliinnkkss  aaddjjooiinn,,  bbeeiinngg  oovveerr  tthhee  SSllyynnee  MMaannoorr  HHoouussee  aanndd  tthhee  SSllyynnee  HHaallll
eessttaatteess,,  aanndd  lleenndd  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo  aattttaaiinniinngg  aa  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  aass  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  pprreettttiieesstt  aanndd  mmoosstt  ssppoorrttiinngg  iinnllaanndd  lliinnkkss
iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..  TThhoouugghh  iinnllaanndd  mmoosstt  eexxtteennssiivvee  vviieewwss  ooff  MMoorreeccaammbbee  BBaayy  aanndd  LLaakkeellaanndd  mmoouunnttaaiinnss  aarree
oobbttaaiinneedd  tthhaatt  oonn  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  ddaayyss,,  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffaasscciinnaattiioonn  ooff  ggoollff,,  eenncchhaanntt  tthhee  vviissiittoorrss,,  aanndd  ooppeenn  oouutt  aa
ppaannoorraammaa  aallmmoosstt  uunneeqquuaalllleedd  iinn  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm..  TThhee  ccoouurrssee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinnssppeecctteedd  bbyy  MMrr..  GGeeoorrggee  LLooww,,  ooff    SStt..
AAnnnneess,,  aa  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  aanndd  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  ggrreeaatt  rreeppuuttee,,  aanndd  vveerryy  ffaavvoouurraabbllyy  rreeppoorrtteedd  uuppoonn,,  tthhee  wwhhoollee  bbeeiinngg
ggoooodd,,  ssoouunndd,,  oolldd  ggrraassssllaanndd,,  wwiitthh  aa  ddrryy  aanndd  ssuuiittaabbllee  ssuubbssooiill..  TThhee  lliinnkkss  ccaann  bbee  ssoooonn  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr  ppllaayy..
IItt  iiss  ccoonnffiiddeennttllyy  aannttiicciippaatteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  aacccceessssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhee  lliinnkkss--  tthhee  cclluubb  hhoouussee  bbeeiinngg  oonnllyy  ssiixx  mmiinnuutteess  ffrroomm
tthhee  rraaiillwwaayy  ssttaattiioonn,,  oorr  ffiifftteeeenn  mmiinnuutteess  ffrroomm  LLaannccaasstteerr  TToowwnn  HHaallll----  wwiillll  iinn  iittsseellff  eennttiiccee  mmaannyy  ttoo  bbeeccoommee
mmeemmbbeerrss,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhaarrmmss  ooff  ggoollff,,  bbuutt  ffoorr  tthhee  pplleeaassuurreess  ooff  ssppeennddiinngg  aa  pplleeaassaanntt  aafftteerrnnoooonn  oorr
ssuummmmeerr''ss  eevveenniinngg  iinn  ssoo  lloovveellyy  aa  lliittttllee  ppllaaccee  aass  tthhee  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  ggoollff  cclluubb  hhoouussee,,  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  hhooppeedd  wwiillll
ddeevveelloopp  iinnttoo  tthhee  ""ccoorrrreecctt  tthhiinngg""  ffoorr  aallll  wwhhoo  ccaarree  ffoorr  tthhee  bbeeaauuttiieess  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..
IItt  iiss  hhooppeedd  tthhaatt  aallll  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  cclluubb  tthhaatt  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee  ffrreesshh  ffiieellddss  aanndd  ffrreesshh  pplleeaassuurreess,,
aanndd  ssttiillll  bbee  ssoo  aacccceessssiibbllee,,  wwiillll  aatttteenndd  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  mmeeeettiinngg  ttoo  aadddd  tthheeiirr  nnaammeess  ttoo  tthhee  aallrreeaaddyy  lloonngg  lliisstt  ooff
bbootthh  llaaddiieess  aanndd  ggeennttlleemmaann..  SShhoouulldd  aannyyoonnee  ddeessiirroouuss  ooff  bbeeiinngg  nnoommiinnaatteedd  bbee  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  aatttteenndd  aa  nnoottiiffiiccaattiioonn
ooff  tthheeiirr  wwiisshheess  ttoo  tthhee  hhoonn..  sseeccrreettaarryy  wwiillll  bbee  aapppprreecciiaatteedd..[[NNeewwssppaappeerr  AArrttiiccllee]]..

There are records of some of the officials and helpers at the Golf Club in 1913:

J.K.McConnell, Kilncroft, Hest Bank, Secretary. T.R. Roberts, Junior Secretary.

Geo. Cook, Hatlex Cottage.

1913.W. M. Gardner, caretaker.

Nisbets Golf Year Book had the details of the club, its officers and of the course. It sounds most
attractive especially the fees!

HHeesstt  BBaannkk,,  NNeeaarr  LLaannccaasstteerr..
HHeesstt  BBaannkk  GGoollff  CClluubb..
IInnsstt  11990055..  NNuummbbeerr  ooff  MMeemmbbeerrss----115500..
SSttaattiioonn  ((LL&&  NN..WW..RR..)),,  88  mmiinnuutteess..
HHoonn..  SSeecc..::  JJ  MMccCCoonnnneellll..      EEnnttrraannccee  FFeeee--NNiill..        SSuubbss..--££11..1100ss..;;      LLaaddiieess--  ££11..11ss..
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  HHoolleess----99..        PPrroo..----WW..  BBuucckkllee..      TTeerrmmss  ffoorr  VViissiittoorrss..  11ss..66dd..  ppeerr  ddaayy,,
55ss..  ppeerr  wweeeekk..
CCoouunnttrryy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ppaayy  1155ss..  ssuubbss..    SSuunnddaayy  ppllaayy  aafftteerr  11pp..mm..,,  bbuutt  nnoo  ccaaddddiieess..
TThhee  ccoouurrssee  iiss  99  hhoolleess,,  wwiitthh  nnaattuurraall  hhaazzaarrddss,,  ttoottaall  lleennggtthh  22,,669944  yyaarrddss,,  aanndd  tthhoouugghh  iinnllaanndd  iiss  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  oonn
MMoorreeccaammbbee  BBaayy  aanndd  ccoommmmaannddss  mmoosstt  lloovveellyy  aanndd  eexxtteennssiivvee  vviieewwss  ooff  tthhee  bbaayy  aanndd  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  mmoouunnttaaiinn
sscceenneerryy..  HHeesstt  BBaannkk  iiss  aa  cchhaarrmmiinngg  lliittttllee  sseeaassiiddee  rreessoorrtt,,  aanndd  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  aaffffoorrddss  ggrreeaatt  pplleeaassuurree  ttoo  tthhee  mmaannyy
ggoollffiinngg  ssuummmmeerr  vviissiittoorrss..  TThhee  CClluubb  HHoouussee  ssttaannddss  iinn  iittss  oowwnn  pprreettttyy  ggrroouunnddss,,  aanndd  eevveerryytthhiinngg  iiss  ddoonnee  ttoo  ggiivvee
vviissiittoorrss  aa  ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  aanndd  hhaappppyy  ttiimmee..
JJ..  MMccCCoonnnneellll,,  HHoonn..  SSeecc..


